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1978 to 04/03/1982; Department of Trans-
portation/MARAD, 04/04/1982 to 12/24/ 
1983; Department of Transportation/ 
FAA, 12/25/1983 to 06/04/1988; Depart-
ment of Transportation/FRA, 6/05/1988 
to 11/03/2001; and Department of Trans-
portation/OST, 11/04/2001 to Present. 

Ms. Harrison currently works in the 
Office of Governmental Affairs at U.S. 
DOT, where she has been of assistance 
to my office and constituents numer-
ous of times. I am sure that every of-
fice in the U.S. Senate benefited di-
rectly from her good works. As much 
as her colleagues at U.S. DOT will miss 
her, she has earned the right to spend 
more time with her friends and family, 
especially her granddaughter whose 
pictures adorn the desk of her office. 
She has earned the deepest of gratitude 
from those of us in the U.S. Senate. 
Above all else, she has earned the 
thanks of the country she has so un-
selfishly served for over 41 years. 
Thank you Ms. Harrison.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO REBECCA SCHMIDT 
∑ Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I would 
like to recognize the outstanding ca-
reer of Rebecca L. Schmidt, who re-
tired in 2014 after 30 years of dedicated 
service in the Federal Government. For 
the last 8 years of her career, Ms. 
Schmidt served the U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission as the Director of 
the Office of Congressional Affairs. In 
that position, she brought to the agen-
cy a fresh approach to congressional 
relations, implementing a more rig-
orous and proactive liaison role with 
congressional offices as well as expand-
ing the office’s outreach to other Fed-
eral agencies and external groups. She 
received the Meritorious Executive 
Presidential Rank Award in 2010 in rec-
ognition of her valuable contributions 
to the agency, including her organiza-
tional and communications skills and 
her ability to build better relationships 
between the NRC, Congress and com-
munity groups. 

Ms. Schmidt started her career in the 
Congressional Budget Office, and later 
was selected for the Presidential Man-
agement Intern Program, where she 
participated in executive development 
assignments throughout government. 
Ms. Schmidt’s assignments included 
working in the Office of Program Anal-
ysis and Evaluation for the Army Chief 
of Staff; the Budget Division at Army 
Western Command Headquarters, Ha-
waii; the Management Secretariat and 
the National Security Division at 
OMB; and the House Budget Com-
mittee. 

She later worked for the U.S. Army 
Support Command in Hawaii, where 
she supervised analysts responsible for 
formulating long-run strategic plans 
and performing management studies 
for the installation. For the next 7 
years she worked for the Congress serv-
ing as a senior defense and inter-
national affairs analyst for the House 
Budget Committee and then as a senior 
professional staff member of the House 

Armed Services Committee where she 
briefed Members of Congress on tech-
nical budget matters and legislative 
language for the Defense authorization 
bill. 

Following her time working for Con-
gress, Ms. Schmidt spent the next 10 
years working for the Secretary of De-
fense. Her service included evaluating 
costs and benefits for operating bases 
as the Deputy Director of the Base Clo-
sure Office; serving as staff assisting 
the members of Secretary Cohen’s De-
fense Reform Task Force; and as a 
budget analyst developing the Depart-
ment of Defense’s 5-year budget for the 
Under Secretary of Defense, Comp-
troller. Prior to her work at the NRC, 
Ms. Schmidt served 6 years in the Sen-
ior Executive Service as the Associate 
Director for Budget Presentation and 
Congressional Liaison in the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense for the Comp-
troller. She was responsible for pre-
paring the Secretary of Defense, the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense, and the 
Comptroller for all budget hearings be-
fore Congress. 

Over the years, she worked for four 
NRC Chairmen, three Secretaries of 
Defense and four congressional com-
mittee chairmen. She contributed her 
knowledge of nuclear, defense, and 
budget process issues and became skill-
ful in political strategy, strategic plan-
ning and management analysis. During 
her three decades of public service, she 
demonstrated integrity, a commitment 
to excellence, and outstanding leader-
ship. 

Ms. Schmidt received a bachelor’s de-
gree from Wittenberg University and 
earned a master’s degree in public pol-
icy analysis from Duke University. She 
has remained a loyal supporter of the 
Blue Devils since her graduate school 
days, and her blue frosted cupcakes and 
enthusiasm for her basketball team 
will be greatly missed by her congres-
sional affairs staff during March Mad-
ness and regular season games.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO RUSS SMITH 

∑ Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, on be-
half of the Delaware Delegation, I wish 
to honor the exemplary service of the 
superintendent of the First State Na-
tional Historical Park, Mr. Russell P. 
Russ Smith. A native of New Castle, 
DE, and a devoted husband to his wife 
Jacqueline, two sons and two grand-
children, Russ returned to Delaware in 
May 2013 to cap his 42-year career with 
the National Park Service at the First 
State National Historical Park. 

Russ began working for the National 
Park Service shortly after earning a 
degree in American history from the 
University of Delaware. For the 10 
years prior to his work in Delaware, he 
managed Fredericksburg and Spotsyl-
vania National Military Park in Fred-
ericksburg, VA. His 28 years of field ex-
perience have included assignments at 
Prince William Forest Park, Fort Sum-
ter National Monument, Independence 
National Historical Park, Hopewell 

Furnace National Historic Site and 
George Washington Birthplace Na-
tional Monument. 

In 11 years at Independence National 
Historical Park, Russ oversaw nearly 
100 employees and was responsible for 
telling the park’s great story in Amer-
ican history by planning interpretive 
programs, creating museum and out-
door exhibits, and developing videos 
and publications. In 1989, Russ contin-
ued telling America’s great stories 
when he was named chief of interpreta-
tion and visitor services for the Mid- 
Atlantic region, a position in which he 
pioneered the current interpretive 
planning system used by the National 
Park Service. 

It is fitting that his long career led 
him back to Delaware, where in March 
of 2013, President Barack Obama au-
thorized sites in Delaware to be a part 
of the First State National Monument. 
The monument tells the story of early 
colonial settlement leading up to the 
ratification of the constitution. For 
the first time, Delaware was included 
in the National Park System, and Russ 
was back home, leading the monument 
as superintendent. Under his watch, 
the First State National Monument 
turned into the First State National 
Historical Park, finally giving Dela-
ware the national park it long de-
served. 

Russ has received the Mid-Atlantic 
Region’s Freeman Tilden Award, the 
highest award for interpretation, the 
Director’s Design Award for his inter-
pretive plan for the Edgar Allan Poe 
National Historic Site, a Superior 
Service Award from the Department of 
the Interior for redesigning the Na-
tional Park Service interpretive plan-
ning system and the National Park 
Service’s Appleman-Judd-Lewis Award 
for excellence in cultural resource 
management. 

Russ is a visionary and a leader. His 
work touched as many as 70 national 
park units from Maine to West Vir-
ginia and has allowed Americans and 
visitors from around the world to un-
derstand and enjoy the history and 
beauty that our Nation’s national 
parks and monuments hold. Russ has 
devoted his life’s work to our Nation’s 
park service and has done a tremen-
dous job of inspiring others to enjoy 
our Nation’s history. 

On behalf of Senator CHRIS COONS and 
Congressman JOHN CARNEY, I whole-
heartedly thank Russ for his 42 years of 
service to the National Park Service 
and to our Nation. His model leader-
ship and dedication to educate those of 
all generations is his legacy. We offer 
our sincere congratulations on a job 
well done, and wish him, his wife Jac-
queline, and their family many happy, 
healthy and successful years to come.∑ 
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REMEMBERING MELVIN MARK 
RICHARDSON 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor the life of Mel Richardson, an 
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